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Bowerman Barn Historic Complex Interpretive Plan

1.0 Introduction
1993 Interpretive Plan
In September of 1992, the US Forest Service contracted with Inside Outside, Inc. to develop an Interpretive
Plan for the Bowerman Barn Historic Complex. The Plan, completed in August 1993, has not been fully
implemented. Portions of the 1993 Interpretive Plan have been excerpted for preparation of this document,
updated and corrected. The goals, objectives and themes have been revised.

Bowerman Barn Historic Complex
Step into the Bowerman Barn and you step into a bygone era. List on the National Register of Historic Places
in March 1981, the handcrafted barn stands as a silent reminder of the dreams that drew thousands of men
and women to northern California in the late 19th century.
Jacob Bowerman was one of those men. He first came west from Ohio in 1856 to make his fortune in mining.
For five years he struggled, then turned his hand to a more reliable business--ranching and selling the beef to
miners. The Bowerman name became well-known along the Weaverville-Trinity Center corridor as Jacob and
his wife, Anna, built a life in this scenic area which was to become part of the Shasta-Trinity National Forest. In
1974, the USDA Forest Service acquired 155 acres of the original ranch, including the remains of the
Bowerman homestead.
Fires and the ravages of time have destroyed much of the old ranch, but the homestead site, the family
cemetery, and the barn made of whipsawn lumber and hand-hewn beams remain to comprise the Bowerman
Barn Historic Complex.

Purpose of this Plan
This plan documents the interpretive themes and implementation strategies for the Historic Complex.

The Interpretive Planning Process
Interpretation is one way to bring a unique resource to the attention of a visitor, often enhancing the visitor’s
experience and ultimately encouraging the wise use of all resources. It can take many forms, from self-guided
trails to visitor center exhibits to interpretive programs led by staff or volunteers.
The interpretive planning process allows the planner to determine what stories are most appropriate for a
given site and how the stories can best be told to accomplish the goals and objectives of the site managers. To
accomplish this, the following tasks are performed:
• Conduct resource and user inventories to determine why interpretation is needed, where it will
take place and who will use it.
• Develop a mission, goals, objectives, values, themes and subthemes to determine what will be
interpreted.
• Provide media recommendations for how interpretive stories will be told.
• Consider the physical and financial resources needed to implement the selected media.
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2.0 Resources for Interpretation
Natural Resources
Physiography
The rugged granite peaks of the Trinity Alps Wilderness provide a picturesque backdrop to the west of the
Bowerman Barn Historic Complex. These mountains and their many mineral treasures are a significant part of
the Bowerman story.
Hope of striking it rich was the lure that brought Jacob to the area in 1856, shortly after the discovery of gold
along the Trinity River near Douglas City in 1848. The Bowerman ranch also supplied meat, dairy products and
produce to those who practiced placer, quartz, hydraulic and lode mining in the area.
Vegetation
The vegetative landscape surrounding the Bowerman homestead has changed significantly over time. Natural
fires and normal plant succession have contributed to these changes, as have the timber, grazing and haying
operations practiced on and nearby the ranch throughout history.
A botanical survey and inventory of the meadow adjacent to the barn was completed by Forest Service
personnel in September 1992. The botanist’s report at that time indicated that no sensitive species were
found during the season in which the survey was conducted, but recommended that additional survey work be
performed. The large percentage of alien species which were noted is an indication of the level of disturbance
at the site. A local rancher held a special use permit which allowed seasonal grazing in the meadow. The
permit holder died in 2007, at which time the grazing lease was terminated. An additional botanical survey
was conducted in 2015-2016. Sensitive vegetation was noted, which will be considered in the environmental
review for the layout of the proposed interpretative trail.
The Bowerman barn and homestead buildings were constructed from local timber produced at a whipsaw mill
near the current community of Covington Mill. The whipsaw mill no longer exists, but examples of the types
of trees which may have been used as building materials are still in evidence near the site.
Climate
The Trinity Unit of the National Recreation Area is noted for its visitor-friendly, moderate climate.
Temperatures during the summer average in the high 80’s during the day, with nighttime temperatures
dropping to the 40’s and 50’s. Winter brings the rainy season and possible snow from November through
April, when temperatures may range in the low 30’s during the day to near zero at night.

Cultural Resources
Barn and Associated Artifacts
The three-story Bowerman barn was in continuous use as an integral part of ranching operations from the
time it was built in 1878 until it was acquired by the USDA Forest Service in 1974 (Figure 1).
Constructed of whipsawn lumber and hand-hewn beams, the 40-foot by 60-foot barn rests on a foundation of
hand-placed native stone piers. The mortise and tenon framework is made of pine timbers with flooring
beams up to 60 feet in length. Hardwood pegs and square nails secure the framework, flooring and siding.
Remnants of the original red ochre and oil paint are still visible. The roof was originally covered in split shakes,
but these were replaced in the 1940’s with corrugated tin roofing sheets.
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Figure 1 Barn photo submitted with nomination for National Register of Historic Places

A Restoration Plan and Structural Analysis was performed by the Stevens Design Group in 1993. This report
noted that the barn appeared to be in good condition, but on closer examination deterioration becomes
evident. The foundation conditions were generally poor since many of the lower level posts sit directly on the
ground. Decay of the floor boards and floor joists was noted. Shifting of structural beams was remedied, in
part, by installation of tension cables.
In 2014 Alpen Engineering, Inc. conducted another review of the barn’s condition, performed necessary
repairs and made recommendations for improvements to allow public access. The contractor installed
additional cables, a temporary sister post to support a dislodged beam, and replacement flooring. Repairs
needed to facilitate public access to the barn are approximately $500,000.
A corral and loading chute, constructed in the 1960’s, were located adjacent to the barn on the south side.
The cattle loading chute has been removed. Since purchase of the barn in 1974, the calf housing area on the
south side has been enclosed. Corral fencing has deteriorated and been removed in most locations.
Cemetery
The cemetery contains four graves. The grave of Jacob Ray Bowerman, the young son of Jacob and Anna
Bowerman, is marked by a marble headstone and footstone. A plain marble slab marks the grave of Jacob
Bowerman. Also buried in the cemetery in unmarked graves are John Bowerman and the unnamed stillborn
infant of Elsie Barrett, a granddaughter of Jacob and Anna Bowerman.
Homestead Site
The ranch house was built about the same time as the barn, around 1877 or 1878. It burned in the late 1920’s,
leaving only remnants of the foundation. A number of outbuildings, including a workshop, root cellar, wagon
shed, wood shed and a covered lane where cows were milked have been mentioned by individuals with firsthand knowledge of the Bowerman ranch.
The homestead site contains one large heirloom fruit tree (possibly apple or quince) potentially dating from
the late 1800s. Several large fruit trees (pears) are located east of Guy Covington Drive. Numerous seedling
6
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plum trees are located around the barn. Non-native black locust trees were planted and are scattered
throughout the homestead. Locust was prized by pioneers for its hardwood and durability and used for fence
posts, wagon spokes and handles.
California-Oregon Stage Road
The stage road, which was the primary transportation artery linking California and Oregon between 1860 and
1888, passed directly in front of the Bowerman barn. Traffic along this heavily used road allowed Anna
Bowerman to start a five-bed inn business in the main house, providing lodging for travelers and teamsters.
Namesakes
The Bowermans gave their names to several local places including Bowerman Ridge, Bowerman Gulch,
Bowerman Meadows, Bowerman Peak and Lake Anna.
Irrigation Ditch
The Kennedy-Cox “water race”, thought to have been dug by Chinese laborers before the Bowermans built
their homestead, can still be seen on the site. The ditch began around the East Fork of Stuart’s Fork and ran
for approximately nine miles to Minersville. It was initially used as a water source for placer mining in the
area, then converted to pasture irrigation. The Bowermans took advantage of this convenient water source by
building immediately adjacent to it, so that they had only to walk through their wood shed to fill their buckets
with water.
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3.0 Market Analysis
Promotion and Marketing
The Bowerman Barn Historic Complex is part of the 111-mile Trinity Heritage National Scenic Byway. It is listed
as a stop on the self-guided auto tour with limited information presented in the tour brochure. The barn is
also identified as a feature of interest and described in the Trinity Unit brochure.
Cost
No admission fee is charged for viewing the barn or visiting the Historic Complex.
Location and Access
Access to the site is from Guy Covington Drive off California State Highway 3, following a drive of
approximately 40 minutes north from Weaverville. The Bowerman Barn Historic Complex is located 1.2 miles
south from Highway 3 after passing through a residential area of Covington Mill (Figure 2). The Bowerman
Boat Ramp and Alpine View Campground are located further south along Guy Covington Drive. The Trinity
County Department of Transportation only clears snow from the residential area, which limits winter access to
the barn and other Forest Service facilities.
Covington Mill has approximately 120 permanent residents and numerous summer residents according to the
2010 census. Ingress/egress by residents is the predominant vehicle traffic on Guy Covington Drive and traffic
by visitors accessing the nearby campground and boat ramps.
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Figure 2 Location Map

Audience
In most cases, the Bowerman Barn Historic Complex is not a destination point in itself, but a stop along the
way to other activities. Visits to the barn are perceived by visitors to the National Recreation Area as a way to
augment day-use activities. The current audience, based on anecdotal interviews, consists primarily of four
groups:
• Visitors driving on the Scenic Byway;
• Campers/boaters utilizing the Alpine View Campground, Bowerman Boat Ramp or other nearby
Forest Service facilities;
• Visitors with a specific interest in local history; and
• Guests at local resorts or summer residents engaging in day-use activities.
The primary tourism markets for Trinity County are within a 5 hour driving time radius (Trinity County Regional
Marketing Plan, 2014). This geographic area ranges from adjacent Humboldt and Shasta Counties to
Sacramento, Bay Area and Southern Oregon.
Over 30% of homes in Trinity County are owned by out-of-county residents, primarily from the Bay Area and
Humboldt County. These homes serve as weekend and short-term retreats. In the summer, coastal residents
9
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visit Trinity County to get away from foggy, cool conditions and valley residents travel to the mountains
seeking cooler temperatures.
Visitation Potential and Trends
According to the Trinity County Regional Marketing Plan (RMP, 2014), Trinity County experienced a slow 2.4%
annual growth rate in travel spending from 1992-2010 (RMP, 2014), compared to the 3.8% statewide average.
The Marketing Plan lays out a strategy to increase tourism to the county, portions of which have been
implemented (creation of a new website, development of a brand, installation of a visitor center at TOPS).
Efforts to establish a Tourism Business Improvement District (TBID) to provide funding for tourism promotion
are underway.
In spite of this increased marketing, actual visitation at the Bowerman Barn Historic Complex may not be
affected if overall visitation is limited due to low lake levels. Visitation is also limited by the remote location
and narrow audience appeal. Travel spending decreased drastically (RMP, 2014) in 2008 due to extensive
forest fires.
Certain travel trends will affect tourism in this area, according to the Regional Marketing Plan. Changing
consumer tastes favor outdoor recreation, multigenerational travel (family reunions, weddings or milestone
life events), and shorter booking windows/shorter trips. The internet is a key information source, with 85% of
leisure travelers using the internet as their main source for travel planning and over 50% of travelers using
their mobile phone or device for information.
Visitation by out-of-county school groups is unlikely due to distance and travel time. However the Young
Family Ranch Summer Day Camp organized a field trip to the site in 2014. Local K-8 schools and the Trinity
County Office of Education Home School Program have expressed interest in tours of the Historic Complex.
Actual use figures for the barn are not recorded. Based on past traffic counts and use of Forest Service
facilities, it is probably reasonable to assume that peak concentrations of visitors will occur during the summer
months and that the total number of visitors on-site at one time will be in the range of 5-25 individuals. These
assumptions, and associated interpretive activities, should be re-evaluated if more accurate visitation figures
are obtained. Options for trail counter or trail camera may be considered in the future for more accurate data.
Visitor Expectations and Limitations
The typical visitor is looking for an enjoyable leisure experience. In most cases, the only reason for coming to
the barn is recreational. Therefore, interpretation must address their desire to invest their limited leisure time
in a pleasant and perhaps entertaining fashion.
Target Audience
Interpretation at the Bowerman Barn Historic Complex should continue to meet the needs of visitors. Special
interest groups, including K-8 students and historical societies, should also be targeted through the provision
of specific tours.
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4.0 Key Issues Relevant to Interpretation
Location and Access
The remote location of the site and lack of on-site staff provides an opportunity for vandalism which must be
recognized and planned for in the development of interpretive media. Because the site is not readily
accessible (necessitating a long drive through winding roads), the audience will be somewhat limited.

Current Interpretive Efforts
Currently, interpretive information includes an Interpretive Trail brochure and a sign in front of the Barn
(Figure 3). Local volunteers provide tours to visitors and students on an ad hoc basis. They offer periodic
docent tours through a volunteer agreement with the USDA Forest Service. QR Code for additional information
will also be available.

Figure 3 Current Wayside Sign at Bowerman Barn
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Staffing
It is unlikely that USDA Forest Service personnel will be available for staffing an interpretive program.
Therefore, interpretive media should focus on non-personal techniques for those days when volunteers are
not available.

Parking
Current parking consists of a small pull-out directly in front of the barn. This limited parking is inadequate for
larger groups and should be improved. Particular attention should be given to visitor safety near the roadway.

Sanitation and other facilities
Increased visitation may require the provision of sanitary facilities on the site. However, the availability of
such facilities at Bowerman Boat Ramp (0.5 miles away) may preclude the need for anything more.
As the provision of interpretive services will encourage visitors to stay on site for longer periods of time,
adding amenities such as picnic facilities may need to be considered. Any discussion of additional facilities
should take into consideration the desire for maintaining a semblance of historical accuracy and the potential
detrimental effects, such as littering and vandalism, which may arise from encouraging visitors to linger on
site.

Security
Current security measures include a locked entry door at the roadside entrance of the barn. The south
entrance has a metal door with cutouts that allows visitors to see inside the barn. Doors on the western side
of the barn include a locked half-door which allows visitors to see in, but not access the interior.

Vandalism
Vandalism has been an issue in the past. Visitor’s interest to see into the barn is likely a key factor. Additional
options for visitors to see inside should be considered.

Structural Integrity
In addition to protecting the structure from visitor abuse, the safety of the visitor while in and around the barn
and homestead must also be considered. Interpretive media should avoid directing the visitor into unsafe
areas.

Historical Accuracy
Many changes have occurred to the barn through the years, complicating restoration efforts. For example, the
roof was altered in the 1940s. Interpretive messages will focus on the period when Jacob Bowerman lived at
the ranch (1861 to 1917). An interpretive storyline (online) may depict the progression of ownership and
changes, thereby eliminating the need for restoration to a specific time period.

Relationship to other interpretive elements within the National Recreation Area
The Bowerman Barn Historic Complex is one small part of a larger interpretive picture that encompasses the
National Recreation Area. Although it could be considered an isolated opportunity to depict the pioneer life,
the interpretive experience might be enhanced by tying this site to other interpretive opportunities through
the use of storylines or graphics that place the Bowerman Barn Historic Complex into an appropriate context.
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Impact on the community of Covington Mill
Providing interpretive services of any kind may increase the number of visitors to the site. Although there may
be an increase in vehicular traffic, residents of Covington Mill perceive the Bowerman Barn Historic Complex
as a benefit to the community. A community vision for the Complex was developed in January 2014 which
states:
“The north Trinity Lake community is inspired to preserve and promote the Bowerman Ranch as a part of our
history and as a tourism asset. We recognize that the Barn is an outstanding example of late 19th century
craftsmanship and want to facilitate its restoration and visitation. We believe that the Ranch should be
managed in a way that allows residents and visitors to envision life in the 1800’s in Trinity County. We
acknowledge the pre-European use of the Ranch by the Wintu and seek to protect those features used by
Native Americans.”
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5.0 The Need for Interpretation
Agency Mission
The mission of the USDA Forest Service is to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the Nation’s
forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations. Our motto is, “Caring for the
Land and Serving the People.”
The primary purposes of the National Recreation Area (NRA) are (1) public outdoor recreation benefits and (2)
the conservation of scenic, scientific, historic, and other values which contribute to public enjoyment of the
recreation resources area.

Goals
Interpretive goals focus on enhancing the visitor’s experience, knowledge of, and appreciation for the
Bowerman Barn Historic Complex. For this site the goals are:
• Orient people to the outstanding cultural and natural resources of the area
• Provide for a safe, convenient, and enjoyable stay while visiting the area
• Encourage better awareness and appreciation of the natural and cultural resources in order to
promote a stewardship ethic and a sense of public ownership among visitors
• Provide interpretation opportunities that are barrier-free and accommodate a variety of learning
styles and modalities
• Foster an appreciation of the pioneer life and associated hardships
• Help visitors understand the connection between local natural resources and the homestead and
ranch operation
• Serve as a recreation and tourism asset for the local community

Objectives and Statements of Significance
To accomplish the stated goals, the interpretive program will be developed so that visitors will take away the
following concepts. Each concept incorporates points that are unique and significant to the Bowerman Barn
Historic Complex and are key to interpretive messages:
• A desire to treat the land and artifacts with respect during their visit
o Area is/was culturally significant to Native Americans
• Knowledge about pioneer’s reliance on diverse local resources to make a living
o The ranch provided overnight lodging for teamsters/freight haulers (not a stop for stage
travelers)
o Ranch/farm products supported mining activity (mercury in addition to gold)
o The ranch was located on the California – Oregon stage road
• The story of the Bowerman family and how they represent early pioneers
• An understanding of what tools and methods were used for barn construction
o Barn is a rare example of hand-crafted construction in the area
o Listed on National Register of Historic Places
• Links from the Bowerman Ranch to other outside areas
o Natural features in area have been named after the Bowermans or family members such
as Lake Anna
• An enjoyable experience as part of overall Trinity County visitor experience
14
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6.0 Thematic Guidelines for Interpretation
Interpretive Value
An interpretive value is that which makes a site unique and is the impetus for interpretation. In the case of the
Bowerman Barn Historic Complex, interpretive value is provided by the craftsmanship of the barn and the
stories surrounding its construction and use, which are represented by the remains of the homestead,
outbuildings and ranch.

Central Theme Statement
A central theme statement is a guiding principle for all interpretation at a site. It may or may not appear
written anywhere other than in the planning documents, but all interpretive efforts should fall within the
scope of the stated theme. If correctly interpreted, the central theme statement is what the visitors will take
home – the “a-ha” experience that will linger in their memories.
The central theme statement for the Bowerman Barn Historic Complex reflects the story of the Bowermans
who came to California looking for gold, but soon discovered a more lucrative lifestyle in providing beef,
dairy products and lodging for the miners. The Bowermans family legacy illustrates the ingenuity and
connection to the outside world needed to overcome hardship and prosper as a pioneer family in remote
Trinity County (1878-1917).

Subthemes
Subthemes further develop a thematic statement and allow a logical progression into storylines. Subthemes
help to organize storylines during the planning process. The stories of the Bowerman Barn Historic Complex
can be told through five subthemes:
Subtheme A: Bowerman Barn
Bowerman Barn is the sole surviving hand-crafted barn in Trinity County from that era and craftsmanship; it is
also a tribute to the ingenuity and physical effort necessary to building a life and creating a home in this time.
Subtheme B: Making a Living
Making a living was far more than going to work and receiving a paycheck. A strong spirit of entrepreneurship,
self-reliance and inter-dependency were key to not just surviving, but thriving.
Subtheme C: Historical Travel Routes
Bridging large distances and mitigating isolation were absolutely necessary in order to build communities and
allow families to flourish.
Subtheme D: Homestead Life in Remote Trinity County
Homestead life in Trinity County was a challenging undertaking and required constant balancing: building a
family and dealing with death; exploration and isolation; preserving traditions and adapting to new
surroundings. It is within this balance that we can get a glimpse into what life was really like.
Subtheme E: Legacy through time
Long after the family is gone, the Bowerman name lives on in local place names.

Potential Storylines
Storylines are the basis for interpretive content whether they are expressed through exhibits, brochures,
programs, trail signs, or electronic media. The following storylines serve as the basis for interpretive content
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at the Bowerman Barn Historic Complex. Storylines denoted with an * may be explored in more detail through
an online format.
Subtheme A: Bowerman Barn
o Construction techniques
o Tools
o Use of local materials
o Design – bank barn/sidehill barn
o Traditional design brought from back east*
o Roof material changed over time*
o History of other repairs/stabilization*
Subtheme B: Making a Living
o Selling agricultural products (dairy, beef, vegetables, fruit)
o Supporting mining industry (selling to storekeepers)
o Teamsters – lodging, feeding animals
o Seasonal grazing in Trinity Alps
Subtheme C:
o
o
o
o

Historical Travel Routes
CA – OR Stage Road was main transportation route
Main supply and mail route
Time required to travel was on a different scale
Travel Hardships

Subtheme D:
o
o
o
o
o

Homestead Life
House
Cemetery
Carriage house, milk shed, root cellar
Water ditch and irrigation (adaptation of mining ditch)
Orchard, pastures

Subtheme E:
o
o
o

Legacy through time
Bowerman place names in continued use
Native American history*
Evolving uses (pasture for USFS livestock)*
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7.0 Interpretive Media and Implementation Strategies
Design Considerations
The Bowerman Barn Historic Complex presents some unique challenges to providing successful interpretation.
Its remote location, lack of staff, historic value and structural integrity will require particular attention to safety
and security. Winter weather mandates that any media selections be thoroughly weather-proofed against long
periods of rain and snow. High temperatures in the summer dictate materials that are resistant to heat and
fading by the sun.
Specifically, interpretive media used at the Bowerman Barn Historic Complex must meet the following criteria:
• Vandal resistant
• Accessible to the disabled
• Cost effective given the relatively low number of visitor contacts anticipated
• Able to withstand snow up to six months of the year
• Appropriate to target audiences and historical context
• In compliance with regulations for historical structures

Implementation
The interpretive strategy for the Bowerman Barn Historic Complex has numerous components. The signage
and trail system are intended to be implemented over the next five years. Parking throughout the Bowerman
Barn Historic Complex is part of a larger management plan which will be completed as staff and funds become
available.

Media Components
Visitors may access various levels of information, starting with an interpretative trail and corresponding
brochure, progressing to more detailed stories told through docent tours and internet-based media. The
interpretative strategy includes the following tasks:
Self-guided interpretive trail (Figure 4) with signs (detailed in Appendix A).
The current pull-through area directly in front of the barn will remain. However the wayside signage will be
moved, so as to reduce detractions from the historic context of the barn. The wayside signage will be revised
to provide orientation and an invitation to park and explore the site further. The pull-through also serves as a
drop-off or access point for disabled visitors.
A supplemental parking area is proposed along Guy Covington Drive south of the barn. This small parking area
is situated so that the primary view of the barn (from southeast to northwest into the Trinity Alps) will not be
blocked. The parking area would accommodate 10-15 vehicles. Visitors would leave their parked cars and
walk a short distance along a surfaced pathway to the main trail. The trail circling the barn would not actually
enter the barn, although it could provide views into some areas of the barn.
Visitors may choose to cross Guy Covington Drive and continue on the self-guided interpretive trail through
the homestead area.
Creation of electronic and print media
There is some cell phone coverage in the ranch area, which would allow visitors to access additional
information by the use of smart phone devices. Both audio and video media are possible. For example, an
audio walking tour could be played by the visitor to guide them around the site. Additional information will
include QR codes.
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There is currently a website with information about restoration activities and some of the history of the
Bowerman ranch at www.bowermanbarn.org. This website would enable a visitor to know when docent
tours are offered. Upcoming activities are also posted on the Facebook page of the local website,
www.facebook.com/northtrinitylake and the Shasta-Trinity National Forest Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/USFSShastaTrinityNF/?fref=ts).
Audio tours can be preloaded in an mp3 or wma format (see Shasta State Historic Park website
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=27181 for examples). Audio tours can be created that mimic the sounds
of that era, including mules snorting, blacksmith’s hammers pounding, the shouts of teamsters, and butter
churning.
To provide additional online information, the current website can be linked to North Trinity Lake
(www.northtrinitylake.com) which operates a visitor center in Trinity Center, and to the Trinity County
Historical Society’s website (trinitymuseum.org).
Creation of a docent program
Local volunteers have staffed a docent program under a volunteer agreement with the USDA Forest Service.
Docents should be provided with training and limited access to the barn. During scheduled tour hours,
docents can open the front doors of the barn to allow visitors to view the interior. Locked storage can be
provided for display items, such as square nails, hand tools, or butter churn, which would help illustrate life on
the homestead.
Living history activities and demonstrations can be included with the docent program.
Youth Programs
Special programs will be offered to K-8 students. Activities may include field trips, summer day camp.
Interior barn displays
The current view into the barn from the south entrance shows the added-on calf stalls, which have little
historical value, and stored construction materials. Views into the locked barn from the south and west sides
should be improved with signage pointing out barn features such as livestock stalls and handhewn timbers.
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Appendix A ─ Interpretive Trail Signage
Signs and Text
A proposed interpretive trail has been developed (Figure 4). Posts at selected locations would provide a
number corresponding to a brochure or electronic information. Use of the numbered post and brochure
system reduces the cost of signage and allows for more frequent updates.
Appropriate authorizations would have to be obtained for use of historic photographs. The following
locations, text and graphics are proposed and may be further refined.

Figure 4 Interpretive Trail Map

A-1
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Northeast corner of barn
Welcome and orientation (may be moved to permanent parking area once constructed or a similar version
may be placed in the parking lot). Note: this will be a large interpretive sign and may contain duplicative
information for visitors who choose not to walk the interpretive trail. This sign will display the QR code linking
to electronic information, including the audio tour, for the interpretative trail. The brochure corresponding to
the numbered posts on the Interpretive Trail will be available at this site.
General location:
Approximately 25 feet north of the barn, facing Guy Covington Drive
Title:
Welcome to the Bowerman Barn and Ranch
Text:
Jacob Bowerman came west from Ohio in 1856, seeking his fortune in the gold fields. He never struck it rich,
but convinced his brother John to join him in 1861 and try ranching. They found success by raising beef and
dairy cattle to supply miners and local businesses.
The Bowerman barn, built in 1878, is an outstanding example of a late 1800s hand-crafted structure. The barn
and 155 acres of the ranch were purchased by the Forest Service in 1974. The barn and homestead are listed
on the National Register of Historic Places.
The California to Oregon Stage Road, the main north-south transportation route in the late 1800’s, passed in
front of this barn. Jacob married Anna Tourtelotte in 1872 and built her a large house. Anna, daughter of an
innkeeper, used her experience to start her own small-scale business providing lodging in their home to
teamsters and male travelers.
We invite you to walk back in time and envision pioneer life in the late 1800’s. The interpretative trail is 1500
feet and will take you approximately XX minutes to walk.
Graphics:
Line art sketch of interpretive trail
Historic photo of Bowerman house and family around 1892
POST (1) Southeast corner of barn – barn design and use
General location:
SE corner of barn, facing south toward existing asphalt path
Title:
Triple-Decker Barn – A Design with Purpose
Text:
The design echoes the classic “bank barn” built into the side of a hill. The lowest level housed horses or cows
and faced south and west to capture the warmth of the winter sun, an original passive solar design. The
middle level was used for threshing grain and storing dried corn for animal feed.
The top level was used for storage of loose hay, tossed to livestock in stalls below. Hay wagons could drive
directly to the middle level of the barn to unload. A large claw on a pulley hauled hay to the top level.
Notice the various doors at different levels on the front of the barn. There are movable louvers, or handwhittled vertical slats, above the front door to adjust ventilation. Good airflow was critical for hay barns to
reduce the possibility of fire caused by spontaneous combustion.
Graphics:
Photo or line art sketch of hay wagon unloading into loft (this photo downloaded from internet for temporary
illustration)
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POST (2) West side of barn – materials and construction techniques
General location:
West side of barn
Title:
Bygone Building Techniques
Text:
This barn was built by hand, without benefit of modern equipment or electricity. It rests on a foundation of
hand-laid stone piers. Ponderosa pines from the area were cut down. Each log had to be hand-hewn into
posts and beams using an ax and drawknife. The beams, up to 60 feet long, were hoisted into place, typically
using horses or oxen.
The frame uses mortise and tenon construction (a simple and strong joint) which is still used today in finer
furniture, where a sculpted “tongue” fits precisely into a rectangular hole, which is then pinned together with
hardwood pegs. Siding is attached using hand- forged square nails. The boards for floors and siding were
made by a whipsaw mill. The first barn roof was made of wooden shakes. Originally, a nearby mineral deposit
of ochre was used as a pigment and mixed with linseed oil to paint the barn red.
Graphics:
Historic photo or line drawing of men using ax, adze or drawknife to shape beams
Add picture of mortise and tenon
Photo of Edwin Scott demonstrating how to use broad axe during 1975 repairs
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Historic photo or line drawing of men using whipsaw (this photo downloaded from internet for temporary
illustration - Trinity County Historical Society has a photo of local whipsaw operation)

Photo of mortise and tenon joint with wooden peg

Historic photo of construction using livestock??
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General location: website
Title:
Nothing Lasts Forever (online only)
Text:
Weather, vandals and changes in use have taken their toll on the barn since it was built. Repairs were done in
1975, 1993 and 2014. Steel braces and cables have been added to stabilize the structure. Additional work
must be done before the barn is safe enough for visitors to enter.
Features which served livestock, such as fences, corrals, and watering troughs have deteriorated and are
slowly being replaced and repaired. Earlier construction techniques are used, whenever possible.
Graphics:
Photo of interior cable system
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POST (3) House – homestead life, family, lodging teamsters
General location:
On newly constructed interpretive trail near approximate location of house
Title:
Life as a Pioneer Family
Text:
This is the approximate location of the Bowerman house, which burned to the ground in 1929.
In 1872, Jacob Bowerman married Anna Tourtellotte. They built a large house around 1878. Anna had worked
at her father’s inn and store in nearby Minersville (now under Trinity Lake) and began her own small scale inn
business. Teamsters transporting goods would stay in the 5-bed room, called the “Bull Pen”.
It was a long way over unreliable roads to the closest stores. The Bowermans, like other pioneer families,
grew much of their own food. They had a large vegetable garden, fruit trees, root cellar, and ample storage
buildings.
Other outbuildings included a workshop and carriage house used for storing farm equipment or repairing
wagons. When the handle of a hammer or the spoke in a wagon wheel broke, you made a new one from your
own trees. The Black locust trees you see scattered around the homestead produce hard, straight wood that
was used to fashion handles and spokes.
Imagine all the everyday tasks needed to operate an independent homestead: milking the cows and making
butter, sharpening a scythe to cut hay, hauling flour back from a nearby mill to bake bread, chopping firewood
or repairing fences. Pioneer life required many varied skills and constant hard work.
Graphics:
Historic photo of Bowerman house and family around 1892
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POST (4) Viewpoint – making a living, cattle grazing, natural features namesake
General location:
On newly constructed interpretive trail, north east of house location, along fence line overlooking pasture and
Trinity Alps
Title:
Legacy of a Lifetime
Text:
This meadow has seen many changes. Before explorers and miners came, this area was cherished by, and the
seasonal home of, the Wintu. Ranchers settled here in 1853, eventually selling to the Bowermans.
To make a living, the Bowermans raised beef and dairy cows, planted hay and corn and provided lodging to
travelers. Beef and butter were sold to miners and local businesses. The cattle were driven up into the Trinity
Alps in the summer to graze in the lush meadows.
Although the Bowermans are long gone, their legacy lives on in local place names such as Bowerman Ridge,
Bowerman Gulch, Bowerman Peak, and Bowerman Meadows. Lake Anna was named after
Graphics:
Line sketch of Trinity Alps showing features named after Bowermans, main trails
POST (5) Water ditch – from mining to agricultural irrigation
General location:
On newly constructed interpretive trail, south of previous sign, along mining ditch.
Title:
Water is Critical
Text:
This ditch, nine miles long, was originally constructed to divert water to placer gold mines. The Bowermans
took advantage of this convenient water source, already in place when they bought the ranch in 1861. They
built their home adjacent to the ditch making it a short walk to fill their buckets with water.
The ditch also supplied irrigation water to the pastures and field via a network of small irrigation ditches.
Potential added text on ditch construction by Chinese laborers – need to confirm.
Graphics:
Good quality low-elevation aerial photo showing the irrigation ditches or pasture management plan Map
showing ditch or photo upstream at diversion point
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POST (6) Cemetery
General location:
On newly constructed interpretive trail on mining ditch
Title:
Life and Death in Pioneer Times
Text:
Jacob and Anna had two sons, Jacob Ray and Frank Leslie. A severe diphtheria epidemic in California took the
life of 4 year old Jacob Ray Bowerman in 1879. Frank Leslie spent most of his life in Trinity County as a rancher
until his death in 1920.
When Jacob married, his brother John moved to a nearby mining claim, but continued to help run the ranch.
John, who never married, passed away in 1895. Jacob died in 1917 at age 84. The family cemetery, located up
the hill from this point, contains the graves of brothers Jacob and John and young Jacob Ray. Please respect
the family's wishes and do not visit the cemetery.
Graphics:
Photo of cemetery and headstone
Historic photo of Jacob Bowerman around 1910
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POST (7) Along the road – transportation corridor
General location:
On newly constructed interpretive trail on east side of Guy Covington Drive
Title:
The California-Oregon Stage Road
Text:
In the late 1800s, the main transportation route from California to Oregon passed through the Trinity River
valley and over Scott Mountain to Yreka and points north. The mail, stagecoach passengers and freight
traveled along this wagon road which passed through the Bowerman Ranch.
As you walk up the road back toward the barn, it’s hard to believe this once was a busy road with bustling
stages, hustling teamsters or miners hauling supplies to their claims. If you listen closely you can almost hear
the creaking of wagons, the snorting of mules, the shouts of teamsters arriving at the end of a long day on the
dusty road and a welcoming call from Anna or Jacob.
Please be careful crossing the road. Modern vehicles move much faster than horse-drawn wagons.
Potential added text to describe the time it took to travel and road hardships.
Graphics:
Line drawing or map of CA-Oregon stage Road? Freight wagon in Minersville in 1890

Or stage stuck in mud
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Mules (website)
Since 2013, the pastures have periodically housed the US Forest Service pack string. These sure-footed and
hard-working mules haul supplies to crews maintaining wilderness trails and fighting forest fires.
Potentially add a link to the Trinity Alps Pack Mules Facebook page.
Graphics:
Mules carrying firefighting supplies

USFS pack mules evacuating trail building crew from Coffee Creek forest fire

A-11

